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Highline Academy Named One of Denver’s 

Top Public Elementary Schools 
5280 Denver’s Magazine 
Highline Academy Denver K–8

math | reading | writing | frl

73/74   82/68     61/65    33.19%

With about one-third of its students qualifying for FRL assistance and hailing from 55 countries, this charter school has produced strong growth numbers. It owes this achievement to small class sizes and a liberal arts curriculum that emphasizes character and groups students according to performance levels. highlineacademy.org
Highline CSAP Scores are out! Best Academic Year to Date!
2010 CSAP Report: Highline Academy students showed what they truly knew on the 2010 CSAP.  This year our brilliant students beat the state in more categories than ever before. Way to go Highline students!  We are so proud of you for shining!

The following table shows the percent of students scoring proficient and advanced for each subject and grade level in comparison to the District (DPS) and the State. The highlighted categories are the ones that Highline had a higher percentage of students being proficient or above.  

	CSAP 2009-2010 School/District/State Comparison

	Reading
	Highline Academy
	District
	State

	3rd Grade 
	83%
	51%
	70%

	4th Grade 
	77%
	45%
	66%

	5th Grade
	81%
	51%
	70%

	6th Grade
	81%
	54%
	72%

	7th Grade
	65%
	50%
	68%

	8th Grade 
	62%
	51%
	68%

	Average 
	75%
	50%
	69%

	
	
	
	

	Mathematics
	Highline Academy
	District
	State

	3rd Grade 
	70%
	51%
	71%

	4th Grade 
	71%
	52%
	70%

	5th Grade 
	81%
	50%
	66%

	6th Grade 
	67%
	47%
	61%

	7th Grade 
	49%
	33%
	49%

	8th Grade 
	33%
	34%
	51%

	Average 
	62%
	45%
	61%

	
	
	
	

	Writing
	Highline Academy
	District
	State

	3rd Grade 
	45%
	34%
	50%

	4th Grade 
	56%
	33%
	50%

	5th Grade 
	77%
	41%
	57%

	6th Grade 
	67%
	41%
	57%

	7th Grade 
	67%
	40%
	58%

	8th Grade 
	53%
	36%
	55%

	Average 
	61%
	38%
	55%

	
	
	
	

	Science
	Highline Academy
	District
	State

	5th Grade
	51%
	24%
	47%

	8th Grade
	36%
	28%
	48%

	Average 
	44%
	31%
	51%


Homework Help: Listed below are some time-tested tips for helping your child with homework: 

· Help only as long as there is no frustration or anger.
When homework becomes associated with negative emotions, it's no surprise that kids start to view learning as a real drag.

· Help only as long as your child is working harder than you are.
Say, "I'll be happy to help you as long as you're working harder than I am."

· Avoid sitting with your child when they are about to "get it."
Many kids come to believe that they can only learn new things…or "get it"…if an adult is guiding them every step of the way. Explain this by saying, "Part of my job as your Mom is to help you see that you can learn without me. That's why there will be times when I let you work by yourself." 
important dates
Tuesday, August 31st, Student Fees Due: You can send your check into school with your student in an envelope marked student fee with their name on it or stop by the front office and make your payment. Student fees for the 2010 – 2011 school year are $45 per student. Payment is due by Tuesday, August 31st. Students who meet the eligibility guidelines established by the federal government to receive free lunch will have school fees waived. If your family qualifies, bring a copy of your letter from district to the front office.
Wednesday, September 1st, Mr. Gonzales’ Community Time, 8:15-9:00: Join Mr Gonzales on the first Wednesday morning of each month for community time. This time will be used to focus on the big picture for Highline; presenting an opportunity to have two way communication with our families and proactively work on our challenges and increase our successes. If you have an issue that you would like to discuss that is specific to your student, please call the office to schedule an appointment.

Wednesday, September 1st, PWP Meeting, 7:00pm: Highline's Parents With Purpose (PWP) will hold their first meeting in the school library.  Everyone is welcome and strongly encouraged to attend to learn about the various ways you can volunteer this year. If you would like to become involved with the PWP and are unable to attend, please contact Robyn Larm at rdlarm@yahoo.com 
Thursday, September 2nd, Back to School Night, 6:30pm-8:00pm: Help Us Fill the School!! This is an excellent opportunity for you to come meet each of your child(ren)’s teachers. Each teacher will talk about academic and social focuses of their class this year.  Child care will be provided for $5 per child/$10 per family. We look forward to seeing you Thursday, September 2nd.  
The Research is abundantly clear:  nothing motivates a child more than when learning is valued by schools and families working together in partnership.

-Michael Fullan (1997)

Friday, September 3rd, Sonic Fundraiser: Stop by Sonic at the corner of Trenton & Iliff after school on Friday and they will donate a portion of all proceeds back to Highline!
Monday, September 6th, NO SCHOOL: We will be closed on Monday in observance of Labor Day.

Monday, September 13th, Board Meeting, 6:15pm: We strongly encourage all Highline families to attend our Board meeting each month to learn how our Board supports our school. It’s your school, get on board!

Tuesday, September 14th, Restaurant Night: Look for more information in the following weeks.
general school reminders and updates  

Gold C and Entertainment Fundraiser: tomorrow every student will be sent home with 1 Gold C and 1 Entertainment book. These books need to be sold, purchased or returned.  Instructions will be in included with all the details. Last year we made $4000, our goal this year is $5000 for this fundraiser. Your support & participation is needed to reach our goal.
After School Enrichment Classes: Information on the after school enrichment program will be in Thursday folders today. Information will also be posted on our web site at http://www.highlineacademy.org 
Alert Now: The Alert Now system allows us to send phone messages and emails and will work with Veracross to keep our information as updated as possible. If you have any changes in phone numbers or email address please make sure you update them through your Veracross parent page. If you need assistance accessing Veracross parent page please contact the front office.   
Wednesday Early Release at 2:10pm: Please remember Highline dismisses all students at 2:10pm each Wednesday.  School will dismiss at 3:30 on all the other days (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday). Kids Adventures is available beginning at 2:10pm on Wednesdays. Students not picked up by 2:30 on Wednesdays and 3:50 on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, will be escorted to Kids Adventures and you will be held responsible for the registration fee as well as payment. Students pre-registered with Kids Adventures may attend anytime. 

Nut Free School: We have several students in our building with life threatening nut allergies; therefore for the safety and well being of all of our students, Highline Academy is a nut free school. Please don’t send your child to school with any nuts or nut butters.
All tree nuts and peanuts are restricted due to life threatening allergies when eaten or touched.  This includes:

· Loose nuts of any kind 

· Peanut butter or other nut butters 

· Granola bars with nuts or nut particles 

· Hummus made with peanut butter as a filler 

· Baked goods with nuts of any kind; cookies, breads and cakes 

· Peanut butter crackers 
· Anything with peanut protein (Nu-Nuts® and other artificial flavored nuts contain peanut protein, also in Arachis oil, and in cold pressed, expressed, expelled, and extruded peanut oils.     
· Restaurant prepared ethnic foods such as Chinese, African, Indonesian, Thai, and Vietnamese  
· Anything prepared in a processing plant that also processes nuts (Due to cross contamination of trace amounts of peanut protein) 
· Many candies and chocolates contain peanut or run the risk of cross contact with peanut protein. 

The Food Allergy Initiative, found at www.faiusa.org, states: “The following common nuts are considered tree nuts under U.S. law:  almond; Brazil nut; cashew; chestnut; filbert/hazelnut; macadamia nut; pecan; pine nut (pignolia nut); pistachio; walnut.
How to Avoid Tree Nuts and Peanuts: The federal Food Allergen Labeling and Consumer Protection Act (FALCPA) requires that any packaged food product that contains tree nuts and/or peanuts as an ingredient must list the specific tree nut on the label.  Please be sure to read all product labels carefully before purchasing and consuming any item. Remember, also, that ingredients change from time to time, so check labels frequently.”  

Any food or drink items to be shared in the classroom with other students for occasions such as birthdays, class projects or school wide celebrations and events need to be packaged and labeled with ingredients.

sports news 

Girls Volleyball will be starting soon for grades 6-8. There will be an informational meeting for parents on Monday, August 30th, at 3:45 in the Middle School lounge. GO HAWKS!
from the board
Welcome to another exciting school year at Highline Academy!  Your Board is looking forward to another year of opportunities and growth, and the chance for all of us to recommitment ourselves to our school and our children.  

Your 2010-2011 Board of Directors are: 

Tom Bulger, President     tbulger@silvernlaw.com 

Tom Bulger is a parent of three Highline students, and a trial attorney practicing in the State of Colorado (in the areas of plaintiff's personal injury, disability, insurance bad faith and civil rights).  He is a shareholder and managing partner in Silvern & Bulger, P.C. Tom was born in Buffalo New York, and obtained a B.A. with honors in history, and International Affairs, from Canisius College in 1990.  He graduated from Rutgers University, with his J.D., in 1993.

Ruth Kedzior     emersonandlogan@yahoo.com
Ruth Kedzior is a parent of two boys who attend Highline Academy. Ruth has been a supporter of Highline Academy since its inception. She is the assistant county administrator for Adams County where she has worked for 10 years.  She has a B.A. from Michigan State University and an M.P.A. from the University of Colorado at Denver.

Tina Valtierra     tinavaltierra@comcast.net
A former elementary school teacher and literacy coach, Tina is now an adjunct faculty member for a variety of higher education institutions, working in pre-service and teacher education (related to literacy and language, culturally responsive teaching and research methods).  As a graduate research assistant at DU, she is engaged in examining how to alleviate teacher burn out.  She also works as a national literacy consultant, training teachers and administrators across the US and Canada, on best practices for spelling and word study instruction. She is a Ph.D. candidate in Curriculum & Instruction at the University of Denver, and a graduate of the Ritchie Program.  

Jennifer Holladay, Vice President     jennifer@jenniferholladay.com                    

Jennifer Holladay is an educational writer and consultant focused on school equity issues and multicultural curricula. Jennifer worked previously as director of the Southern Poverty Law Center’s Teaching Tolerance project, which provides anti-bias and professional development resources to more than 400,000 educators annually, and as the Center’s senior adviser for strategic affairs. Jennifer also is the author of White Anti-Racist Activism: A Personal Roadmap (Crandall, Dostie & Douglass Books, 2000); her first children's book, The Gift, will be published in spring 2010. She is a Highline parent and chronicled her family’s journey to the school in the fall 2009 issue of Teaching Tolerance magazine.  

Francis Scheve, Secretary    fscheve1@gmail.com
Francis has experience in companies from start-up to mature fortune 500 businesses, in industries such as retail, e-commerce and manufacturing consumer products.  Her professional experience includes retail operations management, merchandise buying, and 15+ years in human resources.  During her time in human resources she worked with company leaders to strategically attain business results through their diverse teams, as well as talent management strategies, leadership development processes, top talent coaching and mentoring.    

Jon Lowry, Treasurer     jon@jplowry.com
Jon is the founder and principle of jpLowry, LLC.  He has over 18 years experience in the telecommunications, internet and networking industry and over 25 years experience in marketing, sales and management.  He holds master’s degrees in both psychology and business administration. Jon is a founding member and parent of Highline Academy.
Derrick Hudson     hudsonde@mscd.edu
Dr. Hudson is a Professor of African and African-American Studies at Metro State.  In his capacity as Chair of the African and African-American Studies Department, Dr. Hudson has organized the Annual World Black History conference for a number of years.  He serves on the Board and/or volunteers with several organizations devoted to social justice, including Tumaini Ministries, the Ngaatheje Development Project and International Town:  Young Americans Center for Financial Education and has been instrumental in development Highline’s partnership with Metro.   

David Larm     rdlarm@yahoo.com
David is a parent of two Highline students.  He has worked with the Denver Nuggets as an account executive, Coldwell Banker as a realtor and Dreyer’s Grand Ice Cream as a regional asset manager.  He was born in Fort Collins, CO and attended the University of Kansas, obtaining a B.S. in Business Administration with a Finance emphasis.  He brings to the board a passion for education reform and specifically an interest in charter school business management.  He is excited to support Highline Academy and the academic excellence afforded to a diverse group of students.

Rachel Hutson   rachelhutson@hotmail.com
Rachel works as the Director of the Child, Adolescent and School Health Unit of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.  Rachel has a broad range of experience that she brings to Highline from working as a direct-service provider (nurse) to working effectively within large state agencies, and with networking and fundraising.  Rachel has also worked with other non-profit boards, including Reach Out and Read, a Colorado nonprofit that promotes early literacy by connecting children with new books as part of their wellness visits.
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