[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.emf] 

R E SPONSIBILITY   E MPOWERMENT   A SPIRATION   C ITIZENSHIP   H ONES TY  



 

important dates
November 5th, Cultural Fair, 11:30am – 2:00pm
November 7th, PWP Meeting, 7:00pm
November 8th, Restaurant Night

November 11th, Veteran’s Day Highline IS in session

November 11th, Middle School Dance

November 14th, Board Meeting, 6:15pm

November 22nd, Gratitude Celebration

November 23rd – November 27th, NO SCHOOL

December 2nd, Movie Night

Colorado Gives Day, December 6th
December 13th, Winter Concert (grades 3-5) 6:30pm
December 13th, Restaurant Night

December 15th, Winter Concert (grades K-2) 6:30pm

general school reminders and updates  
Enrichment Classes: It’s not too late to sign up for the next round of enrichment classes. Ms. Enyert’s painting class for 4th-8th graders, Mad Science, and Yoga all still have room. Send in your registration form and payment to Ms. Julie in the front office.
Highline Academy Community Cookbook: We still need YOUR recipes; you know who you are, to round out our community cookbook. We need recipes for breakfast items, side dishes, vegetables, grains, fish, poultry, salads, cookies, and desserts. Don’t put it off ANY longer; send it via email to lesleecooks@aol.com or drop them off in the front office. 
Join us at the Cultural Fair this Saturday to pre-order your copy!  Normal price for the cookbook will be $12, but we will be offering a special pre-order price of $10 for a limited time.  Hope to see you this Saturday!
Cultural Fair: Please come and experience the different cultures of our school by attending Highline's 4th Annual Cultural Fair this Saturday, Nov. 5th in the school's Gym. This free event is from 11:30 a.m. - 2p.m. and features foods and artifacts from 21 countries and cultures around the world. You are more than welcome to bring your family and friends with you. We also encourage you to wear the traditional fashion of your country. We still need additional small plates, bowls, cups, napkins, spoons, forks and large garbage bags. Please drop off your donations at the front desk or bring them directly to the event. To help with set-up and/or clean-up, please contact Zali Gambor at 303-949-5995 zgambor@yahoo.com 
or Andrea Sommer at 303-725-7729/ andrea@sommer-designs.com. 
All children must be accompanied by an adult to attend. Hope to see you there - and remember to sign-in so that you can receive your two hours of volunteer time!

Volunteers Needed: The PWP is gearing up to run two fundraisers before the holiday break in December, "Display My Art" and "Women’s Bean Project."  Carrie Oss has generously stepped up to Chair both of these fundraisers, but she cannot do it alone.  Each fundraiser needs 4 volunteers to help them run smoothly.  Volunteers need to be available during the day and there may be some work that can be done from home at night.  Since the "Display My Art" fundraiser is already underway, and the "Women’s Bean Project" is scheduled to start within the next week, Carrie needs her volunteers ASAP.  If you are available, or have any questions, please contact Carrie Oss at  carrieoss@gmail.com or 303-803-0123.  Thank-you, in advance, for supporting the PWP in their efforts to raise money for our great school.

Highline Academy Gift Card Fundraiser: This holiday season, why not give to others what they want to give to themselves?  The PWP will be selling gift cards as a fundraiser, and gift cards make wonderful presents for teachers, coaches, coworkers, employees, friends and family (especially the teen in your life who would not dream of wearing anything picked out by mom and dad). We are offering cards from a wide variety of retailers (restaurants, movie theatres, online retailers, department stores, specialty stores).  Each retailer donates a percent of the card value to Highline Academy, the percent donated varies with the retailer. Orders are due by Monday November 28th so that we can get the cards to families before winter break. We can only accept check or money order (payable to Highline Academy) or cash. Order forms and payment can be turned in at the front office, in car line, or by mail (Highline Academy c/o Sara Krauss 2170 S Dahlia St Denver 80222. Order forms will be sent home in the Thursday packet on November 3rd.  Additional copies are available in the front office, and in the weekly email/newsletter.
Weather Related School Closures: Highline Academy will post closure information on our web site, do a one call, and post closure information on the major news stations. If you do not see information in those locations, we will have classes.
Girls Basketball Season: Girls basketball has begun. Last day to sign up is tomorrow. Contact Ms. Norman at x 1132 with any questions. 

Grocery Cards: Highline Academy’s Grocery Card Fundraiser is adding new stores! Buying grocery cards is a great, easy way to support Highline Academy at no cost to you! Highline Academy is now selling reloadable grocery cards King Sooper and Whole Foods, and single use grocery cards for Safeway, Sunflower Market and Sprouts. 
How it works: You buy a card for Sunflower Market or Sprouts from Highline Academy in car line on Friday afternoons; you use the card at the stores just like cash. The store then donates 5% of the value of the card to Highline Academy.  When you use the card up, buy another one from Highline!

Reloadable King Sooper cards: You buy a $25 King Sooper card from in car line on Friday afternoons; you use the card at King Sooper just like cash.  You can reload money on to the card (up to $500) at any King Sooper (you need to reload the card before you start checking your groceries, it can be done in the same check-out line or at the service desk).  Every 4 weeks, King Sooper sends Highline a check for 5% of the total value of reloads placed in that four week period. 

Reloadable Whole Foods cards: You buy a $25 Whole Foods card from car line on Friday afternoons; you use the card at Whole Foods just like cash.  You go to shopwithscrip.com, register yourself and link your account to Highline Academy (enrollment code F63CD9LA3LL77 printed on your card).   Then reload your card on line and pay either directly from your checking account using prestopay, or by check. Every time you reload Whole Foods gives Highline 3% of the total amount.

It’s that simple.  
We all need to eat, together we can raise thousands of dollars a year for the school using grocery cards, and it costs the community nothing!  We will be selling the cards in the pick-up line on Friday afternoons.  Sunflower Market cards are available in denominations of $25 or $50.  Safeway and Sprouts cards are available in denominations of $25. Reloadable King Sooper cards and Whole Foods cards have an initial value of $25.   We can accept cash or checks only.  Cards are also available from Faye Ganley in the front office.
from the board
 
On Election Day, Colorado voters rejected Proposition 103 which would have provided much needed revenue for public education, including for K-8 schools like Highline Academy Charter school.  This defeat comes on the heels of Governor Hickenlooper’s latest budget proposal for next year, which calls for $89 million in cuts for public schools, colleges and universities.  Obviously, “throwing money” at the education system is not going to provide our children with the tools they will need to succeed in life.  However, the defeat of measures like Proposition 103, and the Governor’s latest proposed budget cuts, continue a dangerous trend in Colorado.  Between 1992 and 2001, Colorado declined precipitously from 35th to 49th in the nation in K-12 spending as a percentage of personal income.  Colorado’s average per-pupil funding has fallen fell by more than $600 relative to the national average since 1992.  Finally, Colorado’s average teacher salary compared to average pay in other occupations declined from 30th in the nation in 1992 to a low of 50 th in 2001, and edging up only slightly to 49th in the nation.

 

Highline Academy is an excellent example of what can be accomplished despite these serious budget constraints. However, and without some changes at the District and State level,  the future is uncertain at best.  Our Board encourages all of our families to get involved.  Learn about the financial crisis that is facing our schools, and find ways to become part of the solution.  We encourage our families to visit the website for the Colorado League of Charter Schools (http://www.coloradoleague.org).  The League’s website provides you with the latest information on issues facing charter schools, and ways that you can support the ongoing effort to make sure that successful and innovative schools are adequately funded.

 

The Executive Committee of the Board will meet this Thursday, November 3, 2011 at 5:30 in the school community room.  The full Board will meet Monday, November 14, 2011 at 6:15 in the school community room.  Agenda items will include the results of our renewal application with DPS, and a follow-up on the Board’s strategic planning session for 2011-2012.  We encourage all members of the public to attend.

 

Finally, the Board would like to again thank our entire community  – and especially our teachers, staff and administrative team – for their continued support and patience with the facility project.  As you may recall, our construction timeline was compressed due to the difficulty we faced obtaining financing for the project.  A tremendous amount of work had to be accomplished in a very short amount of time.  Some of that work remains on-going (and we apologize, for example,  for any  difficulties caused by the recent sidewalk repairs).  We understand that our entire community has been forced to make sacrifices as we attempt to complete the project, and we will continue to move forward as quickly as possible.  This transition has been extremely difficult for our faculty and we again thank you for all that you do, and for once again demonstrating that we have the finest team in all of Denver!

 

Tom Bulger, President

 

Jennifer Holladay, Vice President
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