[image: image2.emf] 

R E SPONSIBILITY   E MPOWERMENT   A SPIRATION   C ITIZENSHIP   H ONES TY  


[image: image3.png]




 

important dates
December 15th, Winter Concert (grades K-2) 6:30pm

December 16th, All School Dress Down Day

December 20th, All School PJ Day

December 21 – January 2, Winter Break NO SCHOOL

January 3rd, Classes Resume

THANK YOU FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 

For the second year in a row, we are amazed by the support and generosity of our community on Colorado Gives Day. Thank you for demonstrating your commitment to keeping Highline Academy financially healthy with your generous donations totaling over $15,000 in just 36 hours!

 

What is most impressive is how many of our families and friends participated.  In all, more than 125 donors stepped up to provide donations ranging from $10 to $2,000, with numerous donations in between.  While we had several $500 donors and two $1,000 donors, we are equally grateful for the number of $10, $20 and $30 donations as this is a strong demonstration that our families value Highline Academy and are willing to give what they can to support our school.

 

Special thanks to Community First Foundation and FirstBank for their commitment to increasing philanthropy throughout Colorado and inspiring our community to support non-profits like Highline Academy. Their commitment to the GivingFirst.Org website and to paying the associated credit card transaction fees, helped bring our school community together to raise over $30,000 through just two Colorado Gives Day events. The Board would also like to thank Board members Ruth Kedzior and Jennifer Holladay for all of their hard work in organizing this year’s event. Thank you!

 

If you missed Colorado Gives Day, please keep in mind that there are numerous other ways to support our school, including volunteering your time and skills, the Friends of Highline program, and the many PWP fundraising events coming in the next few weeks and months (like the monthly restaurant nights, cookbook sales and silent auction).  Please find a way to support our school that best fits your family!

 

Tom Bulger, Board President

general school reminders and updates  
Sibling Enrollment Priority: Highline Academy is participating in the DPS SchoolChoice lottery process this year. If you have a sibling of a currently enrolled student that you would like to enroll for next year you will need to fill out and submit a SchoolChoice form. Forms are available on our web site at www.highlineacademy.org, on the DPS web site at http://schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/, and in the front office.
If you are exploring your options for middle school or other grades, be aware that the choice process is changing this year. There is one application and one deadline for all schools participating in the SchoolChoice process. (Not all schools are participating so be sure to do your research on what each school requires). If you fill out a choice form the system assumes you want to move schools. Should you get one of your choices you lose your seat in your current school. You no longer have the option to decide if you want to make the move. That assumption is made by filling out the form. 
If you have a current 5th grader and are not aware of how Highline’s middle school differs from our elementary school please call Faye at 303-759-7808 x1101. You can also schedule a day for your 5th grader to shadow in 6th grade to get a feel for our middle school.
If you need any help navigating the new system please call Faye in the front office at 303-759-7808 x1101 or call the DPS SchoolChoice office. SchoolChoice forms are due at the close of the school day on Tuesday, January 31st. 
Parking: Our neighbors have been very patient with us as we have occupied Warren Street while adjusting to our new home. They have asked that you do not block their driveways for any length of time. It is frustrating for them to not have the access they need because someone is in a hurry or will “only be a minute”. 

Furthermore, it is extremely dangerous to drop off your children in the middle of the street. Please use carline to drop off your students or park in an appropriate parking spot and walk your student in.
Enrichment Classes: An updated version with the latest enrichment classes is available online at www.highlineacademy.org. Please be aware the dates, times, and pricing in the version that was sent home in Thursday folders last week were not right. Look for the addition of “Eco Explorers” for 2-5 grades on Mondays!
Lost and Found: We have quite the collection of coats, mittens, hats, water bottles, lunch boxes, sweaters and sooo much more in the lost and found. It will all be donated over the winter break.

Volunteer Opportunities: Looking for a fun way to earn some volunteer hours? We need a few parents to help us with our open houses in January. The dates are Thursday, January 12th at 6:00pm and Saturday, January 21st at 10:00am. Call Faye in the front office if you can help. 
Our carline volunteer is looking for a temporary replacement while she is out of commission for the month of January. If you can help in the afternoons please stop by the front office.
Highline has been REACHING OUT! We have come together as a community to provide some basic needs for The Homeless Coalition and will continue to collect donations through December 16th. Our community has done such a great job that we will need of a couple families to help on Saturday morning December 17th to help sort through the donations, organize them and deliver them to the Homeless Coalition in Denver. If you are interested in helping with this project while fulfilling some of your volunteer hours please contact Ms. Norman at Ext. 1132 or dnorman@highlineacademy.org
Dress Down Day: Tomorrow is an all school dress down day. The usual dress down rules apply: no miniskirts, short shorts, spaghetti straps, inappropriate logos, wording or images. Jeans must be in good repair and no sagging pants.
Pajama Day: School wide pajama day is Tuesday, December 20th. Pajama Day is for a job well done collecting items for the homeless coalition. Students are allowed to wear pajamas to school. Pajamas must be school and weather appropriate. Spaghetti straps and skimpy pj’s are not allowed. Slippers are allowed within the building, but students must have shoes to wear for recess and PE. If students do not want participate in pajama day they need to be in uniform.
Highline Academy Cookbook: Cookbook order forms went home last week and pre-sales are really picking up. Don't miss your opportunity to order a copy at the pre-order price of $10 each. Payment can be made by cash or checks made out to HIGHLINE ACADEMY. Send your order in the provided envelope to the front office. If you did not receive a form in your student's Thursday folder, you can pick up another in the front office. Watch for future newsletters for information about when our community cookbook will be published and your orders filled!

Women’s Bean Project: Thank you to all who supported the Women’s Bean Project fundraiser. Orders will be ready for pick up in the front office on Friday, December 16th. You can still place orders online for the Women’s Bean Project fundraiser. Use the code HAC11. 
Jump Rope for Heart: First, a big thanks to our donors for reaching out to kids with heart problems across America. Last year we raised $1,200.00 to reach out to them. I hope this year we can reach above and beyond the amount of money that we raised last year. I believe through your help we can provide for their needs. The envelope containing the information will be sent home with students before the school closes on Tuesday, December 20, 2011. The envelope containing the information provided needs to be returned by the end of January 2012. Any donation, no matter the size will be gratefully appreciated! (Check (made out to Highline Academy) or cash will be accepted). Last year Highline Academy came in 4th place among the schools that raised the most money. I would like to thank everyone and give a big shout out to our top fundraiser for the past several years--Erica Quijada! Also, an extra big thanks to Julie Thibodeau for undertaking the organizational responsibilities for this event.

It takes heart to be a hero! Help your child save a life and be a "Heart Hero"!

Prizes: The class that raises the most amount of money will have a dress down day; Class group photograph; Every student that raises money will get a prize from the American Heart Association.

America will stand together for the gift of a Heart! Highline Academy, ROCKS!!! If there are any
questions, please feel free to call me at 303.759.7808 Ex 1602. Warm holiday wishes to you all! I thank you all very sincerely, Mr. Ayileka
Weather Related Closures and Delays: Highline Academy Charter School will follow all school closures and delays made by Denver Public Schools. Broadcasts are usually made by 6:00am on the three major news networks and periodically thereafter until 9:00am. When DPS district schools are closed, all school-sponsored activities, including the before and after school program are canceled. 
In situations where weather may cause a school closure and Denver Public Schools has a planned, non-student contact day (either for a holiday or for teacher in-service) and Highline Academy Charter School is otherwise scheduled to be open, the principal will make a decision about whether school will be closed. In this case, information about Highline Academy Charter School specifically will be broadcast by 6:00am on the three major news networks on the day of the closure. In addition, room parents will be notified.

When DPS calls a late start opening due to weather-related delays, Highline Academy Charter School will also have a delay and will start at 9:00am. Dismissal time will be 3:30pm as usual. The school will follow a prescribed delayed start schedule. Students will report to their homerooms for attendance from 9:00-9:10, and will then proceed to their normally scheduled 9:00 class (literacy for grades K-5) and proceed as scheduled from there. 

On delayed start days, Kids’ Adventures is not available for before school care. 

If a snow day is predicted you need to plan accordingly and leave home a little early to allow for the conditions. Weather related tardies are not always excused.

If it becomes necessary for the welfare of our students to close school during the day or to delay a school dismissal, an emergency Once Call will be put into effect. We ask families to prepare for this possibility in advance by filing out the Emergency Card with the office and keeping it current. 
Attendance/Tardy Policy: It is the belief of Highline Academy Charter School, Denver Public Schools and the Colorado Department of Education that a commitment to consistent, punctual attendance is a necessary component of a successful education. It is the responsibility of parents and guardians to make regular school attendance a priority within the home. No single factor may interfere with a student’s progress more quickly than frequent tardiness or absences. We strongly discourage your planning vacations, trips, and doctor appointments when school is in session. Habitual absences and tardiness has a tremendous negative impact on the integrity and effectiveness of the school experience – for the student and for the class as a whole. 
Highline Academy Charter School is required by its DPS contract to maintain a 95% attendance rate each year. This means a student may not miss more than 9 days of school per year. 

Highline Academy Charter School’s attendance policy is compliant with the Colorado Compulsory Attendance law (C.R.S. 22-33-104)

Report Cards: Report cards are ready on Veracross. The system will be switching to the next trimester so please print a copy for your records now. If you have been recording your volunteer hours on via the Highline web site they did not transfer into Veracross yet. They will next semester. 
Healthy Backpack Program:  Highline Academy is part of the Healthy Backpack program for kids. The program consists of Ms. Cross sending home a backpack full of healthy food every week on Friday – no strings attached! The only thing she needs form you is for you to make sure the backpack gets back to her on Monday of the next week so that she can fill it again the next Friday. The program is sponsored by Whole Foods and aims to curb food insecurity by providing meals and snacks to families who need it – it’s as simple as that! Please let her know right away if you would like to be a part of the program as she has a few slots open. You can reach her at 303-759-7808 x1105.
Grocery Cards: Highline Academy’s Grocery Card Fundraiser is adding new stores! Buying grocery cards is a great, easy way to support Highline Academy at no cost to you! Highline Academy is now selling reloadable grocery cards King Sooper and Whole Foods, and single use grocery cards for Safeway, Sunflower Market and Sprouts. 
How it works: You buy a card for Sunflower Market or Sprouts from Highline Academy in car line on Friday afternoons; you use the card at the stores just like cash. The store then donates 5% of the value of the card to Highline Academy.  When you use the card up, buy another one from Highline!

Reloadable King Sooper cards: You buy a $25 King Sooper card from in car line on Friday afternoons; you use the card at King Sooper just like cash.  You can reload money on to the card (up to $500) at any King Sooper (you need to reload the card before you start checking your groceries, it can be done in the same check-out line or at the service desk).  Every 4 weeks, King Sooper sends Highline a check for 5% of the total value of reloads placed in that four week period. 

Reloadable Whole Foods cards: You buy a $25 Whole Foods card from car line on Friday afternoons; you use the card at Whole Foods just like cash.  You go to shopwithscrip.com, register yourself and link your account to Highline Academy (enrollment code F63CD9LA3LL77 printed on your card).   Then reload your card online and pay either directly from your checking account using prestopay, or by check. Every time you reload, Whole Foods gives Highline 3% of the total amount. It’s that simple.  
We all need to eat. Together we can raise thousands of dollars a year for the school using grocery cards, and it costs the community nothing!  We will be selling the cards in the pick-up line on Friday afternoons.  Sunflower Market cards are available in denominations of $25 or $50.  Safeway and Sprouts cards are available in denominations of $25. Reloadable King Sooper cards and Whole Foods cards have an initial value of $25.   We can accept cash or checks only.  Cards are also available from Faye Ganley in the front office.
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